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Lthoagh we arenot ignorant , that mockers of-all ſorts may 
A take occaſion b; this Achnowledagment of the Sins of Mint 


ſters, to ftrengthen themſelvesin their pes at onr per- 
ſons and Callings, andtrrn ths unto our reproach , and that ſome may 
miſconſtrue our meaning therein, as if we aiathereby intend to render 
the eMiniſtery of this C hurch baſe and contemptible , which is far 
from our thoughts, We knowing and being perſwaded in onr ſelves , 
that there are many able , godly and faithful «Miniſters inthe Land; 
_ yet being convinced that we are called to humble onr ſelves, and to ju- 
feifie the Lord in. allthe contempt that he hath poured uponus : That 
they who ſhall know our ſins , may uot ſtumble at our judgments: We 
have thought it our duty to publiſh this following Diſcovery and Ac- 
knowledgment of the corruptions and ſins of Miniſters, That it may 
appear how deep our hand is inthe Tranſgreſſion , and that the eIHi- 
miſters of Scotland have no ſmall acceſſion to the drawing on of theſe 
judgments that are upou the Land, 

Only in this following eAcknowledgment we deſire it may be conſi- 
dered, That there are here enumerated fome ſins, whereof there be 
but ſome few eIMiniſters guilty , and others whereof moe are guilty, 
and not a few , which are the ins of theſe whomthe Lord hath keeped 
from the more groſſe corruptions herein mentioned; eAnd that it is not 
to be wondered at, if the Aliniſtery of Scotland be yetin a great mea- 
ſure unpurged , Conſidering that there was ſo wide a door opened for 
the entering of corrupt perſonintot#he Miniftery, for the ſpace of above 
thirty years under the tyrangy. of Prelats, and that alſo there hath 
been ſo many drverſions from and mterguptions of endeavoars to have 
« purged Miniſtery in this Lani : | 
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Firſt, ſuch as are before their entry 
to the £Minſtery. 


Tehteneſs and prophanity in converſation, un- 
ſuitable to that holy Calling which they did 
intend, nor throughly repented of. 
2. Corrupt education of ſome in the Pre- 
laticall and Arminian way, whereby tneir 
y- corruptions and errors were drunken in, and 
abilities improven, for ſtrengthening and promoving the ſame , 
not repented of. 

3. Not ſtudying tobe in CHRIST, before they be in the 
Miniſtery ; nor to have the practicall knowledge and experience of 
the Myſtery of the Goſpel in themſelves, before they preach ir t 
others. :'3 

4 Negle&ing to fit themſelves, for the Work of the Miniſterie 
in not improving prayer and fellowſhip with God, education at 
Sc hools and opportunities ofa lively. Miniſtery,, and other means, 
and not mourning for theſe neglects. 

| | R 2 5. Not 


5, Not ſtudywg i-denyell es reſolving to take upthe Crofſe 
of CyHnuST. | 

6. Negligence to entertain fight and ſenſeof ſin and miſery, not 
wreſtling againſt corruption,nor ſtudying of mortification and ſub- 
duednefle of ſpirit. 


Secondly, in entering. 
I, rnall,corrupt and crooked wayes for entering to the Mi- 
Clin: » ſuch as bribing in the time of Prelacie, ſoliciation 
of friends and the like 3. whereby. many. haye not entered by the 
doer, but didclimbup another way. 

2.Entering to the Miniſtery by an implicite,execrable,Canonicall 
Oath and ſubſcription given to the Prelats for acknowledging 
them, and advancing their corruptions introduced and to be intro- 
duced. 

3- Entering tothe Miniſtery without tryals,and receiving ordina- 
tion ejther from the Prelat, or by a recommendation from him to. 
the Presbytcrie, and ſometimes without or againſt the minde of the 
Presbyterie. | 

4.Entering either only by Preſentations, or by purchaſed Suppli- 
cations from the plurality of the Parochiners, without or againſt the- 
conſent of the godly in the Parioch. 

5. Entering to the Miniſtery without reſpe&t to- a Commiſſion 
from Jeſus Chriſt, by which it hath come to paſle, that many have 
cununſent. 

6. Entering to the Miniſtery not from the love of Chriſt;nor from 
' adeſire to honour God ingaining of ſouls, but for by-ends, for a 
name, andforlivelyhoodin the World, notwithſtanding ſolemne 
declaration to the contrary.at admiſſion; 

7.Some offering themſelves totryall without abilities, and ſtudy- 
ing to conceal and hide their weakneſle , by makinguſcof the help. 
and pains of ſome friend and acquaintance, orother mens Papers, 
in ſeyerall parts of the tryall ; and ſome authorized to preach, and 
others admitted to the Miniſtery., who have little orno ability for 
performing theduties thereof, 

8.Too much weighed with inclination to be called to the Miniſte- 
ry ina place where we have carnall relation, 


Thirdly ,. 
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Thirdl 7, After entering, which is firſt in their private | 


condition and conver Jation. 
'Þ | tmp of God, want of nearneſſewith him, and ta- 
me king up little of God in reading, meditating, and ſpeaking 
of him, 

2, Exceeding great ſelfiſhneſle in all thar we do, acting from 
our ſelves, for our ſelves. 

3. Not caring how unfaithfull and negligent others were, fo 
being it might contribute ateſtimony to our faithfulneſſe and dili= 

ence: but being rather content, if not rejoycing at their fault. 

4. Leaſt delight in.theſe things wherein lyeth our neareſt com. 
munion with God, great inconſtancie in our walk with God, and 
negle@ of acknowledging of him in all our wayes, 

5. In going about duties, leaſt carefull of theſe which are moſt 
remote from the eyes of men. | 

6. Seldome.in ſecret prayer with God, except to fit for Publick 
performances, and even that muchneglected, or gone about very 
ſuperficially. - 

7. Glad to find excuſes for the negle& of duties; | 

8. NegleCting the reading of Scriptures in ſecret', for edifying 
our ſelves as Chriſtians, only reading them in ſo far as may fic us for 
our duty as Miniſters, and oft-times neglecting that; 

9. Not given toreflect'upon our own wayes , nor ſuffering con» 
viction to havea through work upon us, deceiving our ſelves by 
reſting uponabſtinence from, andabhorrencie of evils, from the 
light of a naturall conſcience., and looking upon the ſame as an evi- 
dence of a-reall change. 

10. Evill guarding of, and watching over the heart, and careleſ. 
neſſe in ſclf-ſearching,. which makes much. unacquaintedneſle 
with our ſelves, andeſtrangedneſle from God. 

11, Not guarding nor wreſtling againſt ſeen and known ills, ef-- 
pecially our predominants. 

12.A facilite to be drawn away with the temptations of the time, . 
and other. particulat temptations, according to-our. inclinations 
and fellowtfhip, 

I 3. Inſtability and wavering in the wayes of: God through: the 
fears of perſecution, hazard,or loſs of eſteem , and declining duties; - 

| K 3 becaule. 


#8) * 
becauſe of the fear. of bes and reproaches. 

14. Not eſtceming. the Croſſe of Chriſt and ſufterings for his 
Name honcurable,; bur rather ſhifting ſufferings from elf. love. 

1.5. Deadnelle of ſpirit after all the ſore ſtroaks of Godu pon the 
Land. . 

16. Little conſcience made of ſecret es and faſting by 
our ſelves apart, and inour Families; that we might mourn for 
our own and the Lands guijtin eſle and great back- flidings, and little 
applyi ing the Cauſes of publick humiliation to our own hearts.' 

77, Finding of our own pleaſures, , when the Lord cals for hu- 
miliation. | © 
' 18, Not laying to rhbatt the ſad and heavy ſufferings of the-peo- 
ple of God abroad, and the not chriving of the Kingdom a5weu 
Chriſt, and the power of godlineſsamong them. 

19. Refined hypocrikie , deſiring to appear what indeed we are 
not, | 

20.Studying more to learn the language of Gods people nor their 
ExCrcile,' 

21, Artificial bing of ſin without repentance, ERP 
to declare iniquity, and not reſolving to beſory for ſir. 

\ 22, Confeſsion' in ſecret much lighted , even ot theſe things 
whereof we ate convinced. | 

23- No Reformation after folenii ackiiowledgments and priva- 
te Vows, thinking our ſelves exonered after Confeſsion. 

24. Readier to ſearch out and cenſure faults i in others , then to 
fee or take with'them in our ſelyes. * * 

25: Accounting of our eſtate and way according to the eſtima# 
tion that others have of us. - 

26.” Eſtimation off men as they: agree with or diſagree from us. 
© 27, Not fearitigty' meet with tryals,” but prefuming i in our own 
ſtrength to go through t themunthaken, + 

28. Not learning to fear by the falls 6f gracious men, nor-mout- 
ning and Praying forthem. 

29. Not obſerving particular deliverances and rods; nor inipro- 
ving of them forthe honor of God, and cdilication. of our ves 
and others. Quiet 
" 30. Little or no mourning for the corruption of 4 our nature, 


and leſs groaning* _ ind 4ongtg to: be' delivered from 
that 
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that body of death , the bitter root of all oux other evils. 


Secondly » inour Converſation aud Walk with and before theſe of 
our Flocks aud others. ; 2 


1. F\Ruitleſs converſing ordinarily with others for the worſe 
rather then for the better. {4 

2. Fooliſh jeſting away time with impertinent and uſeles dil- 
courſe, very unſeeming the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

3+ Spiricuall purpoſes often dying in our hands , when they are 
begun by others. 

4. Carnal familiarity with naturall wicked and Malignant menz 
whereby they are hardened, thePeople of God ſtumbled, and we 
Our ſelves blunted. | | 

5. Slighting fellowſhip with theſe by whom we might profit. 

6, Deſiring more to converſe with theſe that might better us by 
their parts, then ſuch as might edifieus by their graces. 

7. Not ſtudying opportunities of doing good to others. 

8. Shifting of prayer and other duties when called thereto, 
chooſing rather to omit the ſame, then we thould be put to them 
our ſelves, | 

9. AEuſing of time in frequent recreation and paſtimes, and 
loviag our pleaſures more then God. 

10, Taking little or no time to Chriſtian Diſcourſe with young 
men trained up for the Miniftery. 

x1. Common and ordinary diſcourſe on the Lords Day. 

12, Slighting Chriſtian Admonition fromany of our Flocks, or 
others as being below us , and aſhamed to take light and warning 
from private Chriſtians. | "IE 

13. Diſlike of, or bitterneſle againſt ſuch as deal freely with us 
by admonition.or reproof , and not dealing faithfully with others - 
who would welcome it offour hands. | 


14. Not making conſcienceto take pains on the ignorant and 


prophane for their good. 

x 5. Ournot mourning for the ignorance, unbelief, and miſcar= 
riages of the Flocks commitred-untous. = 

16. Impatient bcaring of the infirmities of others, raſhly brea- 
king out againſt their perſons, more then ſtudying to gain them 


o 


from their ſins, * . - 17. Not 


aa | ( $o 3 
17. Notuſing freedom with theſe of ourcharge , and'for moſt 


© ſpending our time with them in.common diſcourſes , not 


tending to Edification. 

18. Neglcting Admonition to friends and others in an evil 

courſe. | | 

19. Reſervedneſle in laying out our condition to others, 

20. Not praying for men ofa contrary judgment, but uſing re- 
ſcrvedneſſe and diſtance from them , being more ready to ſpeak of 
them thentothem.,, or to God for them, 

2 r. Not weighed with the fallings and miſcarriages of others, 
but rather taking adyantage thereof for juſtifying ourſelves, 

22. Talking of, and ſporting at the faults of others, rather 


then compaſlionating of them. 
23. No pains taken in religious ordering of our families, nor 


ftudying to be Paterns to other Families inthe governement of 


OUTS. 
24. Haſty anger and paſſioniin our Families and converſation 


with others. 

2 5.Covetouſneſſe, worldly mindedneſſe,and an inordinate deſi- 
re after the things of this life, upon which followeth a negleci of the 
Duties of onr Calling , and our being taken up forthe moſt part 
with the things of the World. 


26. Want of Hoſpitality and Charity to the Members of Chriſt, 


2 7. Not cheriſhing Godlineſle inthe People, and ſome being 
afraid ofit, andhating the people of God for Picty, andſtudying 
' to beardown and quench the work of the ſpirit amonglt them. 


Thirdly in the diſcharge of Miniſterial Duties. Thich is firſt in 
' regardof labouring in the Word and Dottrine, 


T. N Ot entercaining that edge of ſpirit in Miaiſteriall Du- 
tics, which we found at the firſt entry tothe Miniſtery, 

2. Great negleRof reading and other preparation , or prepara« 
tion meerly. Literal and bookiſh, making anidoll ofa book, which 
hindereth Communion with God, or preſuming on bygone aſs 
siſtance, andpraying little. | 


3- Truſting to gifts, parts and pains taken for preparation, whe- 


reby God is proyoked, to blaſte good rhatter well ordered and 
worded, | 3. Car- 


UM 
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© 4+ Careleſſe inimploying Cnux15T, anddrawing vertue out | 
of him for inabling us to preach inthe Spirit and in power: 
5. In prayer for aſsiſtance, we pray more for aſsiſtence to the 


 Meſlenger then to the Meſſage which we carry , not caring what 


become ofthe Word, if we be with ſome meaſure of aKiftance car. 
ried on in the Duty. ee 2 
. 6. The matter we bring forth is not ſeriouſly recommended to 
God by Prayer to be quickened to his People, —- 
7- Neglect of Prayerafter the Wordis Preached, that it may re- 
ceivethe firſt and latter rain ; and thatthe Lord would put in the 
hearts of his People what we ſpeak to them in his Name, | 
8. Neglect to warn in Preaching of ſnares and fin, in Publick af- 
fairs by fome , and too much frequent and unneceſfary { peaking by 
thers of Publick buſineſle and TranſaQtions, © © © 
9+ Exceeding great negle& and unskilfulneſſe'to ſet forth the 
excellencies anduſefulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and the New Covenant 
which ought to be the great ſubject of a Miniſters Study and 
Preaching. | | | REES | 
x0, Speakingof Cnr rs Tmoreby hear-ſay then from know- 
kedge and experience, or any reall impreſsion of him *upon the 
heart. | | | Foe 
11. The way of moſt Miniſters Preaching too Lega!l, Q 
12. Want of ſobriety in Preaching the Goſpel , not ſavouring 
any thing but what is new, ſo that the Subllantials of Religion 
bear but little bulk. . © 0 Dm on 
x 3. Not Preaching Chriſt in the ſimplicity of the Goſpel,nor our 


ſelves the Peoples ſervants for Chriſt ſake. 


: 14. Preaching of Chriſt not that the People may know Him, 
but that they may think we know much ofhim. 3 —_ 
15+ Preaching anent Chriſts leaving the Land without broken- 
neſſe of heart, orup-ſtirring of our ſelves to take hold of him. _- 
x 6, Not Preaching with bowels of compaſlion to them-whe are 
in hazard to periſh. mp 
I 7, Preaching againſt Publick ſins, neither in ſach a way nor for 
ſuch an end as we ought for the gaining of ſouls, and drawin 9 Men 
out of their ſins , but rather becauſe it is of our concernmentto ſay 
ſomething of theſe evils. | | RE ; 
a$, Bitterneſle in ſtead of zeal, in ſpeaking againft Mabgnants, 
| | ba —_. 


£ ( $, ) | 
Seftaries , and other ſcandalous perſons, and unfaithfilneſſs 
therein. _ 

19. Not ſtudying toknowthe particular condition of the ſouls 
of the people, that we may ſpeak £0 ther accordingly, nor keeping 
a particular record thereof, though convinced of the uſefulneſle of 
this. 

20. Not wealing what may be moſt profitable and Edifying, 
and want of wiſedome in applicationto the ſeverall conditions of 
ſouls, not ſo carefull to bring home the point by application as to 
finde out the Doctrine, nor ſpeaking the ſame with that reverence 
which becomes his Word and Meſſage. | 


2 1, Chooſing texts whereon we have foriiething to fay rather. 


then ſuting to the condition of ſouls and times, and: frequent pre- 
aching of the ſame things that we may not be por to the pains of 
new ſtudie. 

22, Sucha wayof Reading, Preaching and Prayer as puts us in 
theſe Duties further from Go vp. 

2 3. Tog ſoon ſatisfied in the diſcharge of Duties, and holding oft 
chall enges with exucſes. | 

24; -Indulging the bodie, andwaſting much time idlely. 

25. Too much eying our owncredite and applauſe, and being 
taken with .it;, when we get it , and unſatisfied when it is 
wanting. 

26.. Timorouſtieſſe in delivering Gods Mcſlage, letting peop'e 
dye in reigning ſins without warning. . . 

27. Voguineſle and pride of heart becaufe the Lord fulfilled our 


wordi inthe year 1648. 
*28. Rath ſpeaking in the Name of the Lordin reference tothe 


fucceſle of our Armits of Lite. 
"29, Studying the diſcharge of Duties, ' ratlier to free onr elves 
from cenſure, thento approve our ſelyesto God, | © 
>-:36, Shifting to preachin places where we were forthe time for 
fear of diſpleafing, in this time of Publick backſliding and triall. 
31. Not making all the Counſell of God known to his Pcople, 
and | particnlarly not giving teſtimony, in times ofdefettion. 
-32. NotTtudying toprofite by our own a doutrine,, hor the doc- 


X /*@rine of others. 


4s (3.30 For' moſt. part preaching ;' as we our telves? were not: 
CON 


LIM 
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con:erned, in the Meſsage we carry: to the People;  _ 
Z 4o Not rejoycing at the converſion of-linners:; but content 


_ with the unthriving of the. Lords: Wiork' amongſt his people as 


ſuteing beſt with our minds, fearing if they ſholuldthrive better, 
we ſhould be more'puttoit, andleſs eſteemed of by them, 

35. Many in Preaching and practice, bearing downthe power 
of godlineſs, 

36, Unfaithfull diſcharge of Miniſteriall Duties in attending the 


Armies, 


37. :WePreach not as before God , but as tomen, as doth ap- 
pear by the different pains.in our preparation toſpeak to our or- 
dinary heares, andto others to: wham we' would approve our 
ſelves. 17 bi TH Tr 

33, Not.making the Miniſtery a work in earneſt as athing to 
be accounted for in eyery duty,which makes much lazineſs and un- 
fruitfulneſs, doing duticsex officio, not-ex conſcientia officie , ra» 
ther to diſcharge our Calling nor our conſcience. .. 


Secondly, Inthe Atlminiftrationof Sacraments: 
2 1, In Baptiſme,  -- | 
| Sarum minding in our ſelves, or ſtirring upſofothers to minde 
the obligation that lyes onus andthem, by the Coyenant 


made with God in Baptiſme, 


# 2, Not inſtructing Parents in their duty, not charging them 
with theirpromiſe given at the Baptizing of their Children, nor 
trying what pains they have taken to perform the ſame. 

3. Being very ſuperffciall and formall in the adminiſtration of 
this Ordinance, 


Thirdly, In the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper. 


A Dmitting of mixt multitudes to the Lords Table, not ſepara- 
, ting betwixtthe pretious and the vile, 

2, Unequall dealing with poor and rich, inadmitting to, or ſuſ- 
pending anddebarring fromthe Lords Table. 

3- Great neglect to prepare for that action, preparing for it mo- 


_ reas Miniſters, then as Chriſtians. 


4. Carnall and unworthy carriage of Miniſters at the Commy. 
L 2 nion, 


Fe 78; 5 
nion, being mote deſirous to RE that adidii by our hands, i ith 
credit ro our ſelves, then with ptofic to the people, | 
"5. Thinking whenthat atiott is by-hand, that we have a vacan- 
cie from other Miniſtefiall duties foracime. 
6, Little wreſtling with God to have the People prepared for 
it , ortheguiltof propuaning of it by our felves and others taken 


away. 

N Egligent, lazie and partiall viſiting = fick; if they be poor, 
we go once, andonly when ſent for; Ifthey be rich and of 

betternote, wego ofen er, and unſentfor. 

2. Not knowing how toſpeak with the tongue of theLearned a 
word in ſeaſon to the weary and exerciſed in conſcience, nor to 
fuch asare under the loſſe of husband, wife, children, friends or 
goods, for the improving of theſe tryals to their ſpiritiall adyan- 
tage, nor to dying perſons. 

3- In viſiting, wearying, orfhunning to go to ſuch as we eſ- 
teem graceleſle, 

4+ Not viſiting the People from _—_ to houſe, nor praying 
with them at fit opportunities, 


 Fourthly,in Viſiting. 


4. In Catechifong. 5 

"N | Nina and negligent in Catechiling, 

2. Not preparing our hearts before, nor wreſtſing 
with God fora bleſling to it, becauſe of the ordinarineſs, and ap- 
prehended eaſineſs ofit; whereby the Lords Name is much taken 
in yain, and the Peoplelittle profited, 

3- Looking on that Exerciſe as a work below us, and not con- 
deſcending to ſtudy a right and profitabl way. of inſtructing the 
Lords People. 

4. Partial in Catechiſing, paſſing by theſe that are rich and of 
betterquality, though many of ſuch ſtand ordinarly in great necd 
of inſtruion. 

5. Not waiting upon and following the ignorant, but paſſionat- 
ly upbraiding of chem often. 

2:27 1 Tg ti Ds Ruling and Diſcipline, © | 
I, NZ? makinz uſe of this Or Kine of Church-Cenſures 
for gaining IF of (61 als , but: turning itn ameer Ciyil pu” 
nil - 
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| : (85) | : 
nithement; and in the adminiſtration thereof becoming either 
coldrife , or without a ſpirit ofmeekneſs, and uling a wayeitker 
meerly rational by wordly wiſdom , or meerly authoritative, mo- 
re then by motives drawn from the love of Chriſt ; and by our 
carriagein ſudicatories putting a humane ſhape upon the Ordinan- 
ces of Jeſus Chriſt, carrying our ſelves in too ſtately a way, like the 
men of this world, 

2, Partiality in adminifttation of Cenſures with reſpe&t of per- 
fons, not uſing the like faithfull freedom towards high and low, {ib 


and fremd, 


3. Raſh taying onus to open and ſhut Chriſts door. 

4+ By onrpractice , teaching (as it were) formality in Repentan- 
ce to offenders, hardening them in their ſins, by accepting bare 
forms without any evidence of Repentance, and tooling when we 
were perſwaded Chriſt did not looſe: and of late turning profe(- 
fion of Repentance into a State engine for men to ſtep unto prefer-= 
ment and publick employments, 

5. Following ſcandalous perſons with the higheſt Cenſures of 
the Kirk, with little or no care to hold them up ro God. : 

6. Want of compaſlion to theſe on whom Diſcipline is exerci» 
ſed, not laboring to convince them of fin , but imperiouſly and 
with paſſion inflead of zeal threatning them , thinking it ſuſici» 
ent if we be obeyed,though they be not gained to Chrilt. 

7. Superficial, . ſinful, and flight cenfuring one another, 
at times appointed for that end in Presbyterics and Synods, 
and neglect of faithful freedom and love in performing that 
duty. 

2 Admitting of men to the Miniſtry who were not qualified 
with Grace aſwel as Gifts, not withſtanding the Word of Gad and 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk do require the one, aſwelas the other ; 
which hath been the fountain of many evils, 

9. Great unfaithfulneſs in bringing in,and holding in,unworthy 
perſons inthe Miniſtry , and keeping Cenfures off untaithful men. 

10. Unfaithfulneſs in giving Teſtimonials and Recommenda- 
tions, and receiving perſons upon Teſtimonials meerly negatiye, 
eſpecially Expectants and Students of Divinity: 

11, Conſtituting Elderſhips of ſuch men as arc known to be 1- 


genorant prophane and diſaffected to the Work of God, and being 
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careteſs to have them conſiſting of the moſt able and godly men 
within the Congregation , a great cauſe of much ignorance ,' pro- 
 phaneand {ſcandalous carriage among the People, penn 
TR NegleRing to remove from the Elderſhips ſuch asare igno- 
rantand ſcandalous. | | 

13. Negleding to hold out the neceſſary qualifications and du- 
ties of Ruling Elders, and to ſtir them up to their duty. 

' 14. Not carrying our ſelves in Judicatories and other wayes to- 
ward Ruling Elders as towards Brethren, and joynt Overſeers in 
the work of the Lord. | | 

I 5. Not making conſcience of keeping Kirk Judicatories, but 
wearying of the expences and attendance , whereby diverſe things 
hath been haſtert and miſcaried therein: willingideſerting of them, 
and ſhunning to give teſtimony inthem,for fear of inconveniences, 

16. Not ſ{touping to a gaining way in Debates, nor making. ap- 
plication to God for knowledge of his mind in things debated , be- 
fore they paſsin a concluſion. 

17. Wearying to hear men fully who repreſent their doubts, 
and to weigh all the Arguments that can be repreſented for the ne- 
gative, before the affirmative be concluded, 

r8, Toogreat animoſities in Judicatories , even about matters 
of ſmall weight. | 

_ 19, Pride, impatience and Pre of ſpirit, not ſtaying 
on others clearneſsin our debates and concluſions , through which 
it comesto pals that we judge raſhly of precious men; and alienat1- 
tion of affeRions ſteals in and 1s entertained. 

20. Haſty concluding of Acts & prefling obedience thereto 
without convincing grounds holden forth from Scripture for fatis- 
tying the conſciences of the Lords People, | 

21, Silence in Aſlemblies when unſatisfied, being carried by 
the authority ofmen , and too much following other mens light 
and ſuppreſling their own, 

22. Making Votes ſubſervient to the humors ofmen and huma- 
ne intereſts, 

. 23. Some altogether negleAing wholſome Acts and Conſtitue 
tions of Aſſemblies, and others,receiving their Acts tooimplicity, 

24. Too bitter expreſſions againit Adverſaries in Publick Pa- 
pers and Sermons, foreſhewing reproaches, whereof there is no 
fruit but irritation, 2 5, A- 


25. Abufing tranſportations by making them too frequent, 
and almoſt the ordinary way of Planting places of any eminency ; 
fometimes enacting them when there is no preſſing neceſſity , and: 
without tenderendeayouring the ſatisfaction of the Poople inter- 
eſted and without care of providing themthereafter, | 


Tg relation tothe Publich. 


” N Ot ſtudying the controverſies of the time, that we might 
| be enabled to hold forth light, and convince gain ſayers 
of the truth, | 

2, Not fearing to meddle in matters too high for us, and deſir- 
ing to be taken notice of, more then to be ſtedablein the Publick, 

3- Following of Publick buſſineſs, with too much negle& of 
our Flocks, 

4. Following of Publick buſſineſs with much pride and paſſion, 
and loftineſs of ſpirit upon carnel principles and deſire to be eſtee- w* 
med of, ratherthen true zeal to]Jeſus Chriſt and his matters , and 
with little or no prayer. 

5. Superficial admitting of all to the Covenants ,and ſolemn 
Acknowledgment, without taking ſufficient pains to inſtruct and 
inform them in the knowledge of the things contained therein. 

6, Being too inſtrumental for bringing dilattect perſons to trult. 

7. Uncqual zeal againſt cncmics,cooling in our zeal againſtone 
enemy asit is increaſt again:t another. 

8. Muchrepining atthe judgments of God upon the Land from 
carnal reſpects, and transferring the cauſes of the wrath off our ſel- 


yes upon others. 

. Too eaſie ſatisfiedin ſuch things as might tend to the preju- 
dice of Chriſts inteaeſt , weighing the conſequences of great Reva- 
lutions more by reſpect to our ſelves, then to his honor, _ 

10. Agreeing to receive the King to the Covenant barely upon 
writing, without any apparent evidencesof a real change of Prin= 
Ciples, 

11. Notuling freedom in ſhewing. what we were.convinced, 
was ſinfulin reference to the late Treaty with the King , but going 
on therein when we were not ſatisfied in our . conſciences for fear 


of reproachand of.being miſtaken, 
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32. Silencein Publick; and) not giving Teſtimony after a diſco- 
very of the Kings Commiſſion given to Fames Graham 3 ; fori inva- 
ding the Kingdom. 

1.3. Preſling the King to makea Declaration to the world, whi- 
leſt we knew by clear evidences tharhe had no real convidon of . 
the things contained therein. 

14. Too much deſiring ro lurk upon by ends, when called to 
give a Tefimony. 

1 5, Not bearing Teſtimony againſt Publick Deſe&ions.i in a 
right and ſpiritual way... 

x6. Unfaichfulnels in bearing burden with them, whom the 
Lord raiſed up to be his witneſſes againſt the publick backſlidings, 
omitting to beat Teſtimony our ſelves uponſcarnal ref pects andJus 
| kewarmneſs i in adhcring to pablick, Teſtimonies TOO! given, | 
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| bo 135 Which could not be gotten printed 
He pahenatos cauſes of Gods. — being on ſeverall dajes of 

WW. folemne Humiliatian-laid out & confelled before the Lord, 
we thought fic to ſubjoine here ſome other cauſes. of our late Uits 
miliation ; as 

: : The late tedining of the Land by conſen! ting & engaging 
dto thi publick atings of the preſent Powers, ſo contrary tothe 
Covenants, &ſo much prejudicial to Religion & liberties, * 

2. ThedefeQion of diverſe , who areaccounted religious , from 
their former ptinciples, anto Separation, & other Errours of the ti- 
me. 

I Jo The Uſurpation & Cattlage of che preſent pretended Aſſein- 
ly. 


. The Engliſh their great Encroackments; upon che Liberties of 
this Church, 
. Thatthe ſd Converſion of His Ancicnt people of the 
Jewes may be haſtened. 
'6: That the Lord may make our preſent reſolutions for refor- 
ming' ourſelves, ourElderſhips & people effectual, and may bleſs 
ourEtideayours to this ok, | 


| %s j SP F 1 IN; - 1 5. | 


un ty 


oe. 


-* 


